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Chris Flavin 
President, Worldwatch Institute
Chris Flavin is a leading voice on the potential for new energy technologies and strate-
gies to replace fossil fuels—increasing energy security and avoiding dangerous climate 
change. He is co-author of three books on energy, including “Power Surge: Guide to the 
Coming Energy Revolution”, which anticipated many of the changes now underway in 
world energy markets. His two decades of energy research and writing encompass solar 
energy, wind power, bio energy, geothermal power, energy efficiency, and hydrogen.  He is a 
regular co-author of the Institute’s annual State of the World report, which has been pub-
lished in 36 languages. Chris Flavin is a founding member of the Board of Directors of the 
Business Council for Sustainable Energy and serves as a board member of the American 
Council on Renewable Energy, the Climate Institute, the Institute for Global Environmen-
tal Strategies, and the Environmental and Energy Study Institute.

Nicky Gavron
Deputy Mayor of London
As the Deputy Mayor, Nicky Gavron plays a key role in London government. She has re-
sponsibility for the environment, strategic planning and children and young people. She 
led for the Mayor in preparing the London Plan. In particular, she promoted sustainable 
design and construction including the Supplementary Planning Guidance for all new Lon-
don developments. She also set up and now chairs the Hydrogen Partnership for London. 
Nicky Gavron is now leading for the Mayor on climate change, including implementa-
tion of the London Climate Change Action Plan, the establishment of the London Climate 
Change Agency and the setting up of the C40 - large cities climate leadership group. She is 
an elected member of the London Assembly and the only Deputy Mayor of London. 

Dr. Ashok Khosla
Chairman of the Development Alternatives Group
He is also co-Chair of DESI Power Pvt Ltd, a company dedicated to delivering energy 
services to village communities in rural India, and President a.i of the Club of Rome. His 
previous positions include being the Director of the Office of Environment for the Gov-
ernment of India, followed by a position as Director of Infoterra in the United Nations 
Environment Program. He has been a Member of the Governing or Advisory Bodies of the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, IUCN, WWF, IISD, the Stockholm Environment Institute, 
WETV, EXPO 2000 and several other international organizations.  He was Special Advisor 
to the Brundtland Commission and Chairman of the NGO Forum at the ‘92 Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro. Ashok Khosla studied at the Universities of Cambridge and Harvard.  
He was awarded the Stockholm Challenge Award in 2002, the UN Sasakawa Environment 
Prize in 2002 and the Schwab Foundation’s Award for Outstanding Social Entrepreneur 
in 2004.

James P. Leape
Director General, WWF International
James P. Leape joined WWF International as Director General in December 2005. Mr Leape 
has worked in nature conservation for more than 25 years. He began his career as an 
environmental lawyer, working on environmental protection cases in the United States, 
advising the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and co-authoring a text on 
environmental law. He joined WWF-US in 1989 and for ten years directed its worldwide 
conservation programs, serving as Executive Vice President. From 2001-2005, Mr Leape 
directed the conservation and science initiatives of the David and Lucile Packard Founda-
tion, one of the largest conservation funders in the world.
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Armory B. Lovins
Chairman and Chief Scientist, Rocky Mountain Institute
Amory Lovins, a MacArthur Fellow and consultant physicist, has advised the energy and 
other industries for more than three decades as well as the U.S. Departments of Energy 
and Defense. Published in 29 books and hundreds of papers, his work in 50+ countries 
has been recognized by the “Alternative Nobel,” Onassis, Nissan, Shingo, and Mitchell 
Prizes, the Benjamin Franklin and Happold Medals and many others. He advises indus-
tries and governments worldwide, and has briefed 19 heads of state. In 1991 he invented 
the technology which permits cost-effective manufacturing of the ultralight-hybrid Hy-
percar® vehicles. His 28th book “Small Is Profitable”, an Economist book of the year, was 
published in 2002, and his Pentagon-cosponsored 29th book, “Winning the Oil Endgame” 
in 2004.

André Schneider
Managing Director and COO, World Economic Forum
André Schneider is currently Managing Director and Chief Operating Officer of the World 
Economic Forum, and the member of numerous committees. Prior to this he worked as a 
researcher in parallel computers for the European Community, followed by employment as 
Product Developer, Consultant and then Principal at IBM Consulting. His career however 
started in music, based on his studies as a classical Orchestra Musician and his experi-
ence from the Richard Strauss Conservatory in Munich. He played for the Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Berlin, the Kassel City Theatre, the Symphony Orchestra of the Radio Saar-
land and the Lucerne International Festival Orchestra. He cemented his interest in com-
puters with a PhD in Computer Science, University of Geneva.

Klaus Töpfer
Former General Director of the United Nations office in Nairobi  
and Former Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
Klaus Töpfer studied economics in Mainz, Frankfurt and Münster. In 1968 he earned 
his doctorate at the University of Münster. After working as government official, profes-
sor and adviser on development politics he became the Minister for the Environment 
and Health in the regional government of Rhineland-Palatinate in 1985. In 1987 Töpfer 
became the German Federal Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nu-
clear Safety under Chancellor Helmut Kohl. From 1994 to 1998 he served as Federal Min-
ister for Regional Planning, Civil Engineering and Urban Development. He was a member 
of the Lower House of Federal Parliament (Bundestag) from 1990 to 1998 and a member 
of the Steering Committee of the Christian Democrats political party from 1992 to 1998. 
In 1998 Töpfer was appointed Under Secretary General of the United Nations, General 
director of the United Nations office in Nairobi and Executive Director of the United Na-
tions Environment Programme.

Prof. Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker
Dean, Donald Bren School of Environmental Science and  
Management
Currently Dean of the Donald Bren School of Environmental Science and Management, 
UC Santa Barbara in the USA, Ernst von Weizsäcker has enjoyed a long career in research, 
politics and academia. He is a member of the Club of Rome, the European Academy of 
Arts and Sciences and the World Academy of Art and Science. He has also written several 
books, including “Limits to Privatization” (together with O. Young and M. Finger) and “Fac-
tor four. Doubling wealth – halving resource use” (coauthored with A. & H. Lovins). His 
previous academic positions include being the Professor of Biology at the University of 
Essen (1972) and President of the University of Kassel (1975). From 1981 he was the Direc-
tor of the UN Centre for Science and Technology for Development in New York. This was 
followed in 1984 by work as Director of the Institute for European Environmental Policy, 
and in 1991 he became the President of the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment, 
Energy. In 1998 he was elected as a Member of the German Parliament for the Social 
Democratic Party (SPD), where his knowledge was put to use as Chairman of the Select 
Committee on Globalization, and later of the Environment Committee. 


